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In brief
  JACKET APPEAL: The 

Gambia Horse and Donkey 
Trust’s campaign to encourage 
people to wear high-visibility 
clothing has been well 
supported by Gambian police, 
the charity reports. “We have 
been honoured to be invited to 
participate in radio programmes 
on road safety for cart drivers,” 
a spokesman said. “This has 
naturally led to talks on animal 
welfare, as sick animals are 
not as alert in heavy traffic 
and contribute to the high 
accident rate.” The charity is in 
need of more high-visibility 
equipment. Email ghdt@
gambiahorseanddonkey.org.uk

  EQUINE CPD: BVA will hold 
an equine clinical CPD event 
at Clifton Down, Bristol on 25 
February dealing with a practical 
approach to recognising and 
managing infectious diseases. 
Diseases encountered in the 
UK will be emphasised, with 
some coverage of exotic disease 
threats. Among the infectious 
agents and diseases covered 
will be colitis, influenza, herpes 
viruses, equine viral arteritis, 
strangles, piroplasmosis and 
West Nile fever. Telephone Helen 
Dingle on 0207 908 6336 for 
more details.

  DOG’S UNUSUAL DINNER: 
A puppy shocked its owners 
by swallowing its lead whole. 
Koty the collie was 12 weeks 
old when he swallowed the 
lead, which was almost double 
his length. Koty was taken to 
YourVets in Nuneaton, where an 
examination and x-ray located 
the missing lead. Staff retrieved 
it in one piece, without causing 
damage to Koty.

  CHELONIA SYMPOSIUM: 
The British Chelonia Group will 
hold its 40th anniversary spring 
symposium on 12 March at The 
Berrill Theatre, Walton Hall, 
Milton Keynes. The theme will 
be “Forty years of Chelonian care 
and conservation” and counts 
for five hours of CPD. The cost is 
£30, including lunch. Non-
members welcome. Visit www.
britishcheloniagroup.org.uk

  REVISED MANUAL: Copies 
of the revised and updated 
second edition of the BSAVA 
Manual of Canine and Feline 
Abdominal Surgery are now 
available. It features two new 
chapters, on laparoscopic 
instrumentation/surgery and 
urinary incontinence. Buy 
online at www.bsava.com or by 
telephoning 01452 726700.

  HONOUR FOR JULIE: The 
National Sheep Association 
has announced the 2015 
winner of the highly regarded 
George Hedley Memorial 
Award as Julie Sedgewick, 
from County Durham. 
The award recognises 
people who have made an 
outstanding contribution 
to the sheep industry.

  REGIONAL ORGANISER: 
Kate Mincher, practice manager 
of Grove Veterinary Group 
in Derbyshire, has become a 
regional organiser for VPMA in 
the Manchester region. 
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VETS are being encouraged to 
wear a helmet while working 
with horses in a campaign to 
cut the number of accidents 
and deaths in the profession.

The “Think ahead: wear a 
hard hat around horses” cam-
paign aims to educate and 
encourage vets to routinely 
wear a helmet when working 
with equines.

Vet J i l l  Butterworth was 
inspired to start the project 
after her friend’s daughter had a 
promising showjumping career 
cut short when she was kicked 
in the head by a horse. She 
survived, but only because the 
horse was unshod.

In the same year, Irish horse 
vet Gerry Long died after a kick 
to the head from a horse.

A 2014 BEVA survey named 
“equine vet” the most danger-
ous civilian occupation.

Dr Butterworth began spread-
ing the importance of wear-
ing a helmet, and launched 
www.thinkaheadcampaign.org 
in January.

She said: “It seems crazy peo-
ple [in the veterinary profes-
sion] don’t routinely wear a hat 

at work. A few do, but usually if 
they have nearly been killed or 
had an accident with a client.”

Vanity, peer pressure and not 
wanting to appear afraid are 
some reasons vets don’t wear 
helmets, Dr Butterworth said.

“I want to remove the stigma 
of the idea… of a vet wearing 
a helmet; for him or her not 
to feel an idiot when stepping 
out of the car wearing one,” 
she said.

Opposition
Dr Butterworth acknowledged 
many professional  yards, 
including British Horse Society- 
approved r id ing schools , 
insisted yard staff wore hel-
mets. A growing number of 
support groups are also appear-
ing on the internet.

However, while Dr Butter-
worth has received lots of 
positive feedback, and hopes 

wearing a helmet will one day 
be compulsory, she has come 
up against resistance.

She said: “Some people don’t 
want to be forced to wear a hat. 
That’s what is up for debate – 
should you be made to?”

Dr Butterworth said younger 
vets and vet nurses were more 
receptive to the idea of wear-
ing helmets than their prede-
cessors, and they should be 
encouraged not to feel foolish 
for doing so.

Writing on the Think Ahead 
website, Dr Butterworth said: 
“They are the future of the 
profession, so let them take 
the lead with this and make 
wearing a helmet both practical 
and attractive.

“In my ideal world, images 
of large animal veterinary sur-
geons and nurses would always 
be with protective head wear, 
enabling the concept to per-
meate into the veterinary and 
general consciousness.

“Think Ahead is a simple con-
cept and, if universally adopted, 
will ensure some veterinary 
surgeons, nurses and horse 
handlers actually have a future 

and the accident survival sta-
tistics from 2015 to 2030 will 
have improved from pre-2015.”

Guidelines
Speaking about the cam-
paign, BEVA president Mark 
Bowen told Veterinary Times: 
“We welcome anything that 
improves safety for horse vets 
and, in certain situations, wear-
ing personal protective equip-
ment (PPE), such as a hat, is 

a very sensible precaution.”
He added: “It’s important 

to note, however, there are a 
number additional things vets 
could, and perhaps should, do 
to decrease the risk of injury 
when working around horses 
so they are not reliant on the 
effectiveness of PPE.”

Mr Bowen said BEVA was 
developing guideli nes to help 
vets develop their own proto-
cols for safer working.

‘Think ahead’ and wear helmet, 
equine vets urged in campaign

Jill Butterworth hopes to see protective head wear being worn 
by equine veterinary surgeons and nurses.

ONE of Britain’s heaviest rescue dogs has 
beaten the odds by finding a new home.

Duke, a mastiff cross weighing 60kg (9st), had 
a variety of health problems, including arthritis 
and hip problems. RSPCA staff had a challenge 
trying to find Duke a home due to his size, health 
problems and age (about seven years old).

However, staff at the Essex South West 
RSPCA and Goddard Veterinary Group boarding 
kennels in Chingford, east London, who had 
been caring for him since July 2015, waved him 
farewell as he left for his new home in Stafford 
with Kate and Michael Emmons.

Duke was taken to Goddard’s kennels by a 
dog warden after being abandoned. Goddard’s 
veterinary team treated his medical conditions 

to the extent he was able to, once again, enjoy a 
good quality of life.

Speaking on the day Duke was rehomed, 
Goddard boarding kennel general manager 
Matthew Cornell said: “It has taken a huge team 
effort to get Duke to this happy day.

“I’d like to thank all the Goddard vets and 
nurses involved with his care, as well as the 
fantastic RSPCA volunteers who have walked 
Duke and trained him to walk well on a lead.

“Without this great teamwork, it could have 
been a very different outcome, but, instead, 
Duke’s story is one of rescue, rehabilitation and 
rehoming at its best.

“We are very grateful to his new family, who will 
give him the life he richly deserves.”

Duke’s of Stafford: mastiff finds home

Duke with new owners Michael and Kate 
Emmons, standing third and fourth left, 

Goddard staff and RSPCA volunteers.

Vaccine helps fight against canine B-cell lymphoma
A REFERRAL service is offering a treat-
ment, it says, can help in the fight 
against cancer in dogs.

The canine B-cell lymphoma vaccina-
tion, being offered by Willows Referral 
Service, can be given alongside standard 
treatment options.

It consists of hydroxyapatite ceramic 
powder and proteins purified from the 

dog’s tumour, which are synthesized 
under stress situations to protect the 
body’s cells from damage.

The patient is required to undergo a 
biopsy at Willows to create the vaccine, 
which is performed in-house using a 
specialised biochemical technique to 
extract tumour-associated proteins and 
heat shock proteins.

The vaccine is administered concur-
rently with standard chemotherapy.

A Willows spokesman said: “Provi-
sional studies show improved outcome 
in dogs with B-cell lymphoma using 
this vaccine combined with traditional 
chemotherapy – and the safety and 
tolerability appears to be excellent.

“As all tumours possess proteins 

capable of immune stimulation, this 
technique is not limited simply to B-cell 
lymphoma. Other tumours, including 
aggressive cancers with no suitable/
viable chemotherapy options, may also 
benefit. Vets can discuss cases with a 
Willows oncologist if referral is sought.”

The vaccine is not suitable for dogs with  
T-cell lymphomas due to adverse effects.

BVA and the RCVS have announced the formation of the Vet 
Futures Action Group.

The group will be tasked with working collectively to turn the 
Vet Futures report’s 34 recommendations into clear actions and 
produce a timetable for activity.

The group is made up of BVA and RCVS presidents and junior 
vice-presidents, seven veterinary surgeons, a veterinary nurse 
and a co-opted veterinary student.

Members of the group joining the BVA and RCVS officers were 
selected by the Vet Futures Project Board for their mix of experience 
and expertise across the report’s ambitions and themes. 

BVA president Sean Wensley said: “The action group has a very 
important task ahead and we are confident we have an excellent 
group of people with the right balance of skills, experience and 
expertise to take forward the Vet Futures recommendations and 
turn them into concrete actions.

“We have had an incredibly positive response from the profession 
to the report, and we hope organisations and individuals will now 
step up to work with the action group and take ownership of the 
activity for the good of the whole profession.”

RCVS president Bradley Viner added: “We were overwhelmed by 
the response from the profession, with 10 applications for every 
place and many more offers of support.

“The project board was particularly impressed by the high quality 
of the applications and the breadth of experience demonstrated 
by candidates from all parts of the profession.

“It was incredibly difficult to select the members from such a 
strong field, but we are pleased we have captured the variety 
within the profession, as well as the enthusiasm to drive the 
project forward.

“We sincerely hope everyone who expressed an interest will 
remain engaged with the project as it progresses.”

Action group launches
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