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A safety campaign is urging people to always 
wear a safety hat when they are handling horses.

The campaign has been set up by equine 
behaviourist and vet Jill Butterworth.

Jill wants to encourage anyone who works  
with horses and horse owners to get into the 
habit of putting on a hard hat.

“Accidents and fatalities are just as likely  
to happen when handling horses as when  
riding,” says Jill. “The simple act of putting  
a hat on could save your ife.”

As well as horse riders and owners, Jill  
is reaching out to anyone who works in the 
equestrian profession, including vets.

Research released in 2014 that being an  
equine vet is one of the most dangerous 
occupations in the UK.

“If opinion leaders and vets wear a hat, others 
will regard it as the correct thing to do,” said Jill. 
“It is inconceivable to imagine a firefighter not 
donning their personal equipment but a vet 
wearing a helmet is rare.”

You can find out more about the campaign at 
www.thinkagaincampaign.org, where you can 
read case sudies and download safety posters.
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The first ever Liverpool International Horse 
Show has been declared a success. The show 
took place in the New Year at the Echo Arena.

Ireland’s Billy Twomey was crowned 
Equestrian.com Grand Prix champion on  
the final night of the three-day show, landing 
a £15,000 prize on Diaghilev.

“The organisers of this show deserve a 
serious amount of credit,” said Billy. “The 
arena has been nearly full every day. To get 
a show kicked off in the first year and have 
big crowds is really impressive.”

Other winners at the show included 
John Whitaker, William Funnell and Italy’s 
Emanuele Gaudiano.

Sadly, the first day was marred when Irish 
rider Cameron Hanley’s Antello Z was put 
down following a fall. 

The horse had been part of the Irish team 
at the 2014 World Equestrian Games.

“I had some of my best days in the ring 
with him,” said Cameron in a Facebook 
tribute to Antello. “He will always be in  
my heart.”

Jumping to success in Liverpool
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Think ahead: wear a 
hard hat around horses

Billy Twomey and
Diaghilev won
the Grand Prix

Anyone handling 
horses is urged to 

wear a hard hat


